High-pressure, Hot Water Flushing

Objective:

Description:

Applicable Habitat Types:
When to Use:

Biological Constraints:

Environmental Effects:

Waste Generation:

To mobilize weathered and viscous oil strongly adhered to surfaces.

Hot water (90°F [32°C] up to 171°F [77°C]) is sprayed with hand-held wands at pressures
greater than 100 psi (720 kpa). If used without water flooding, this procedure requires
immediate use of vacuum or sorbents to recover the oil/water runoff. When used with a
flooding system, the oil is flushed to the water surface for collection by skimmers, vacuum,
or sorbents.

Gravel substrates, bedrock, and man-made structures.

When oil has weathered to the point that warm water at low pressure no longer effectively
removes oil. To remove viscous oil from man-made structures for aesthetic reasons.

Use should be restricted so that the oil/water effluent does not drain across sensitive habi-
tats (damage can result from exposure to oil, oiled sediments, and hot water). Should not be
used directly on attached algae nor rich, intertidal areas. Released oil must be recovered to
prevent further oiling of adjacent areas.

All attached animals and plants in the direct spray zone will be removed or killed, even when
used properly. Oiled sediment may be transported to shallow nearshore areas, contaminat-
ing them and burying benthic organisms.

Depends on the effectiveness of the collection method.
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